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Organizational History

The mission of the Southeastern Surgical Congress (SESC) is to serve as the premier
regional surgical organization for general surgeons and sub-specialists. The SESC is
dedicated to the presentation, evaluation, and dissemination of current knowledge and
research in all phases of general surgery through an annual meeting and “The
American Surgeon” journal. Fellowship and collegiality for all members, professional
development for young surgeons, and presentation opportunities for trainees are core
principles of the SESC. [Adopted February 2017]

In December of 1929 Dr. Benjamin T. Beasley called a meeting of surgeons in Atlanta,
Georgia to create a professional organization for surgeons in the American south. The
group hoped to foster a stronger medical community in the Southeast by encouraging
cooperation and coordination between surgeons as well as create a cohesive way to
disseminate their information and ideas. The first meeting and the first scientific
program of the Southeastern Surgical Congress (SESC) were held in 1930. The group
established annual Congress meetings in which members met in various locations
throughout the Southeast to listen and present on new research. SESC also began
publishing a journal entitled the Southern Surgeon to spread members medical findings
and work. The journal was later changed to the American Surgeon. Throughout the
group’s history it continued to expand membership eligibility, for example in 1978 New
Jersey was admitted to the Congress. The Congress meeting was also expanded,
incorporating prizes such as the Gold Medal and in 1975 postgraduate courses.

In 1957 a group of surgeon’s wives established the Women’s Auxiliary to plan activities
for the wives of surgeons during the annual Congress. The organization was disbanded
in 1971. In 1979 the Nurses Advisory Committee was formally organized into the
Southeastern Surgical Nurses association.



Scope and Content Note

The Southeastern Surgical Congress Records, 1929-, consists of correspondence,
memorandum, minutes, reports, ledgers, membership applications, and photographs
documenting the establishment and administration of the organization. The collection is
arranged into six series: 1) Financial, 2) History, 3) Meetings, 4) Membership, 5)
Photographs, and 6) Auxiliary Groups.

The Financial Series, 1938-2012, consists of primarily ledgers regarding membership
dues and expense records. It also includes information about SESC’s tax exempt
status, copyright status for the organization’s journal and several miscellaneous items.
Please note that these records represent a cross section not the organization’s full
financial records. Details of the organization’s financial difficulties can be found in the
History section.

The History Series, 1928-2016, consists of histories written on behalf of the
organization, its charter and incorporations, constitutions and bylaws, SESC logos, and
several miscellaneous documents.

The Meeting Series, 1931-2016, documents annual meetings of the congress. It
includes promotional materials such as advertisements encouraging members to attend
the meeting and meeting programs from every year of the organization’s history.
Another large portion of this section are 215 century papers regarding various elements
of planning the annual meeting.

The Membership Series, 1930-2015, consists of files containing applications,
photographs, and additional materials on members. While not exclusively the majority of
the files are for former presidents of the organization. Each file contains the member’s
application, many files include additional papers and photographs of the member. This
section also includes rosters and several newsletters sent to members.

The Photographs Series, 1953-2004, many of these photos were taken at annual
Congress meetings. The collection also includes several portraits and promotional
photos

The Auxiliary Groups Series, [1957-¢.1970s], consists of miscellaneous items from
the Nurses Association and Women's Auxiliary, and a History Scrap Book, 1954-1968.
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SERIES: FINANCIAL

BOX 1
Ledger, [1938-1939]

BOX 2
Ledger, [Jan 1959-Oct 1964]



BOX3

Ledger, [Jan 1932-April 1937]

BOX 4

Ledger, [Jan 1957-Jan 1959]

BOX 5

Ledger, [Jan 1976 -May 1980]

BOX 6

Ledger, [July 1936-Sept 1939]

BOX 7

Ledger, [May 1970-Dec 1975]

BOX 8

Ledger, [Sept 1939-Dec 1949]

BOX 9

Ledger, [Jan 1950- Dec 1956]

BOX 10

Ledger, [Nov 1964- April 1970]

BOX 11

Ledgers, [1951- 1980]
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Folder 1
Folder 2
Folder 3
Folder 4
Folder 5
Folder 6
Folder 7
Folder 8
Folder 9
Folder 10
Folder 11
Folder 12
Folder 13
Folder 14

Tax Exempt Status, [1938-2008]
Membership dues, [1971-1973]
Membership dues, [1971-1973]
Membership Dues, [1974-1976]
Ledger, [1977]

Ledger, [1977]

Pay Roll, [1978]

Registration, [1979]

Grant Planning, [2009]
Copyright, [2010]

Copyright, [2010]

Profit and Loss Detail, [2010-2012]
Tax Forms, [2011-2013]
Administrative Files, Tumbdrive
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Folder 26
Folder 27
Folder 28
Folder 29
Folder 30
Folder 31
Folder 32
Folder 33
Folder 34

"Misc Documents,” [1949-2015]

"Misc Documents," [1949-2015]

Background Research, [1929-2015]

Background Research, [1929-2015]

Bylaw Change, Section 2 [Undated]

Charter and Incorporation, [1930-1962]

Constitutions and Bylaws, [1930-2009]
Correspondence, [2012]

Customer Spotlight series, [undated]

Customer Spotlight series, [undated]

Drafts of Official History, [N/A]

Gavels, [N/A]

Incorporation, [1987-1989]

Job Description for Southeastern Surgical Congress Councilor, [N/A]
Logo, [N/A]

Logo, [N/A]

Newspaper Articles, [Circa 1940s]

Past Presidents, [N/A]

Report of American Board of Surgery to SESC, [2008]
Southwestern Surgical Congress
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Folder 2
Folder 3
Folder 4
Folder 5
Folder 6
Folder 7
Folder 8
Folder 9
Folder 10
Folder 11
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Folder 13
Folder 14
Folder 15
Folder 16
Folder 17
Folder 18
Folder 19
Folder 20

Advertisements, [1930-1949]
Programs, [1931-1940]
Programs, [1941-1952]
Advertisements, [1950s]
Programs, [1953-1957]
Programs, [1953-1957]
Advertisements, [1960s]
Programs, [1961-1965]
Programs, [1966-1969]
Programs, [1966-1969]
Programs, [1970-1974]
Programs, [1975-1979]
Programs, [1980-1985]
Programs, [1985-1989]

Video Catalog, [1989-1991]
Video Catalog, [1989-1991]
Programs, [1992, 1993, 1995]
Postgraduate Course, [1995]
Programs, [1996, 1997]
Honorary Fellows of Congress [1997]
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Folder 23
Folder 24
Folder 25
Folder 26
Folder 27
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Folder 28
Folder 29
Folder 30
Folder 31
Folder 32
Folder 33
Folder 34
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Folder 36
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Folder 38
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Folder 46
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Folder 50
Folder 51
Folder 52
Folder 53
Folder 54
Folder 55
Folder 56
Folder 57
Folder 58
Folder 59
Folder 60
Folder 61
Folder 62
Folder 63
Folder 64

Programs, [1998, 1999]
Education, [1999-2006]
Education, [1999-2006]
Programs, [2001]
Programs, [2002]
Programs, [2003]
Programs, [2004]

Programs, [2005]

Information on CDs, [2006]

Programs, [2006]

Programs, [2007]

Covidien Lecturer, [2008]

Planning, Correspondence [2008]
Planning, Correspondence [2008]
Programs, [2008]

Agenda Items, [2009]

Gold Medal Judging, [2009]

Information for Sun Lunch [2009]

Poster Information, [2009]

Poster Rounding Schedule, [2009]
Presider Information [2009]

Programs, [2009, 2010]

Advertisements, [2010-2014]

Programs, [2011-2013]

Report from Nominating Committee, [2010-2011]
Summary Report, [2010]

Planning, "Misc," [2011]

Planning, Discussion of Program Papers, [2011-2012]
Planning, Paper Acceptance Letter [2011]
Planning, Rounding, [2011]

Poster Information, [2011]

Annual Scientific Meeting, [2012]

Gold Medal Forum, [2012]

Planning, Correspondence [2012]
Planning, Correspondence, [2012]

Poster List, [2012]

Postgraduate Course, [2012]

Presider Information [2012]

Program Abstract scores, [2012]
Recordings, (1), [2012]

Recordings, (2), [2012]

Gold Medal Forum, [2013]

Report from nominating Committee, [2012-2013]
Agenda Business Meeting, [2014]
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Gold Medal Forum Committee, [2014]

Morning Session, [2014]

Presider Information [2014]

Programs, [2014-2016]

Report from the Nominating Committee, [2014]
Nominations, [2015]

Covidien Dinner Guest List, [Undated]

Old Program Covers, [Undated]
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Abell, Irvin [1934]

Acuff, Herbert [1931]

Adams, David [1986-2008]
Adkins, Benton [1968-2005]
Artz, Curtis [1959-1964]
Beasley, B.T. [1930-1973]
Bellenger, Edgar [1930]
Bland, Kirby [1977-2007]
Boland, Frank [1930]

Bowden, Talmadge [1971-2005]
Burns, Randel [1976-2005]
Byrd, Benjamin [1949-1987]
Campbell, Willis [1931]
Cantey, William [ 1947, 1983]
Claud, Harry [1949]

Clifton, Ben [1930-1962]
Cofer, O.S. [1930]

Coffey, Robert [1949-1986]
Cohn, Isidore [1954-2005]
Cole, David [1991-2015]
Copeland, Edward [1977-2007]
Copeland, Murray [1951-1982]
Daniel, Donald [1941]
Darrington, John [1931]
Davison, T.C. [1930]

Douglas, G.F. [1931-1985]
Edwards, William [1983-2007]
Feliciano, David [1997-2015]
Field, Richard [1958-2008]
Fuller, George [1930, 1965]
Gadacz, Thomas [1983-2006]
Greene, Edgar [1930]

Greene, Frederick [1980-2015]
Haggard, W.D. [1931]
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Folder 62
Folder 63
Folder 64
Folder 65
Folder 66
Folder 67
Folder 68
Folder 69
Folder 70
Folder 71
Folder 72
Folder 73
Folder 74
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Folder 76
Folder 77
Folder 78
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Folder 80

Haller, Alex [1965-2005]
Hancock, J.D. [1940-1971]
Hanks, John [1982-2009]
Hauck, Allen [1956-1999]
Henderson, Elmer [1937]
Higgins, George [1961-1994]
Highwater, Felda [1960-2007]
Holden, Gerry [1931]
Johnson, James [1947-1991]
Johnston, Frank [1966-1990]
Jones, Walter [1934-1983]
Kirklin, John [1967, 1987]
Koontz, Amos [1949-1965]
Laws, Henry [1967-2005]
Letton, Hamblin [1946-2005]
Mahorner, Howard [1936]
Mansberger, Arlie [1959-1995]
Martin, J.D. [1943-1991]
Matory, William [1971-2009]
McCune, William [1961-1991]
McGarity, William [1953-1997]]
Meredith, Jay [1987-2009]
Meyer, Anthony [1996-2014]
Miles, Robert [1980-2002]
Morgan, J.O. [1932]

Morgan, James [1932]
Mortez, William [1958-1982]
Mosely, Thaddeus [1956-2002]
Nakayama, Don [2007-2015]
Nance, Frances [1983-2001]
O'Leary, Patrick [1974-2008]
O'Neil, James [1968-2002]
Ochsner, Alton [1933]
Ochsner, Mims Gage [2013]
Parsons, W.H. [1931]

Pennell, Timothy [1969-2002]
Polk, Hiram [1965-2006]
Richardson, James [1984-2009]
Rosemurgy, Alexander [1987-2015]
Rozycki, Grace [1995-2015]
Rumage, William [1963-2001]
Rush, Benjamin [1977-2002]
Sage, Dan [1930]

Sanders, R.L. [1931-1950]
Sawyers, John [1960-1991]
Selman, W.A. [1931]
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Folder 83
Folder 84
Folder 85
Folder 86
Folder 87
Folder 88
Folder 89
Folder 90
Folder 91
Folder 92
Folder 93

BOX 16
Folder 1
Folder 2
Folder 3

Sharp, Kenneth [1985-2006]
Sherman, Roger [1962-2003]
Smith, Gardener [1968-2002]
Stewart, Joseph [1937, 1965]
Stone, Harvey [1950, 1967]
Wilkinson, R.J. [1950-1953]
Williams, Lester [1986-2008]
Wilson, Harwell [1946]
Wood, William [1991-2005]
Woodward, Edward [1960-1991]
Yeager, George [1949-1998]
Young, J.R. [1932]

Zollinger, Robert [1967]

Rosters, [2008-2010]
Rosters, [1953-1991]
Newsletters, [1955-1974]

SERIES: PHOTOGRAPHS
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Folder 22
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"Misc Photos cont.," [1953-2004] - Wednesday Lunch, [Feb 1999]
"Misc Photos," [1953-2004] - Planning for Newsletter and Post Grad
Cover, [1999]

"Tampa,” [undated] - "Misc Photos cont.," [1953-2004]

Annual Scientific Meeting, [2006] - "Misc Photos," [1953-2004]
Group Photo, [1999] - Meeting, [1999, 2000]

Meeting, [1999, 2000] - Annual Scientific Meeting, [2006]
Meeting, [2001] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Savannah, [2003]

Meeting, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Publicity Photos, [2006]

Meeting, [undated] - Planning, [2002]

Meeting, [undated] - Planning, [2002]

Meeting, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Past Presidents, [undated]

Meeting, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, planning [2000] - Meeting, [undated]

Meeting, planning [undated] - Promotion photos, [undated]
Monday Evening Gala, [1999] - Portraits, [undated]

Monday Morning, [1999] - Meeting, [undated]

Past Presidents, [undated] - Meeting, [2001]

Planning for Newsletter and Post Grad Cover, [1999] - "Tampa," [undated]
Planning, [2002] - Portraits, [undated]
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Folder 29
Folder 30
Folder 31
Folder 32
Folder 33
Folder 34

Folder 35

BOX 17

2004 Album

Planning, [2002] - Meeting, planning [undated]

Portraits, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Portraits, [undated] - Group Photo, [1999]

Promotion photos, [undated] - Meeting, [undated]

Publicity Photos, [2006] - Monday Evening Gala, [1999]

Savannah, [2003] - Monday Morning, [1999]

Scientific Meeting 2/02, Scientific Meeting 3/03, [2002] - Scientific Meeting
2/02, Scientific Meeting 3/03, [2002]

Wednesday Lunch, [Feb 1999] - Meeting, [undated]

SERIES: AFFILIATED GROUPS

BOX 18

History Scrap Book, 1954-1968

BOX 19

Misc items for Nurses Association and Women's Auxiliary



