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Summary: Lloyd L. Martin began his long career in the medical field when he
served as a combat medic in World War Il. Between 1950 and 1964, Mr. Martin
was stationed at a number of Army facilities including Brooke General Hospital,
Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Fitzsimmons Army Hospital, Denver, Colorado; the
U.S. Army Hospital in Munich, Germany; and the Fort Sam Houston Burn Center.
It was during his time at the Burn Center that Mr. Martin met and worked for
Curtis P. Artz, M.D. When Dr. Artz moved to the University of Texas at Galveston
in 1964, Mr. Martin went with him to supervise Dr. Artz’s surgical research
laboratory. Dr. Artz then recruited Mr. Martin to the Medical College of South
Carolina in 1966 to run his surgical laboratory. Mr. Martin served as Director of
the Department of Surgery’s Surgical Research Laboratories for fifteen years. His
duties consisted of maintaining laboratory equipment and supplies and training
laboratory technicians. Mr. Martin also served as chief organ preservation
technologist for MUSC’s Renal Transplant Program beginning in 1971 until 1980.
Mr. Martin retired from MUSC in 1984.

In addition to describing his military career, Mr. Martin describes how he came to
work for Dr. Artz at the University of Texas. He recalls transferring to the Medical
College of South Carolina and his role in reestablishing Dr. Artz’s laboratory
there. Mr. Martin describes how me became involved in the kidney transplant,
what he did the day of the operation, and his working relationship with Tom
Hargest.
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Note: This interview is part of the MUSC’s First Organ (Kidney) Transplant Oral
History Project series. The transplant occurred on December 3, 1968 at the
Medical College Hospital. These interviews document the experiences of the
transplant team — made up of surgeons, laboratory technicians, and nurses — in
preparing for the transplantation, performing the operation, and the organ
recipient’s recovery. Surgeons describe the operation. Clinical engineering staff
explain their research into the causes of organ rejection, the development of a
procedure to address rejection, and the production of a device, the SCIRT pump,
to remove lymphocytes from a patient’s blood. In addition, an interview was
conducted with the family of the recipient and donor; the recollections of the
donor and family about the recipient’s health and the impact of the transplant on
his life. Six interviews were conducted between October 2008 and March 2009 in
preparation for the development of an online exhibit, “Overcoming the Rejection
Factor: MUSC’s First Organ Transplant.” The online exhibit is available at
http://waring.library.musc.edu/exhibits/kidney/.

Transcript has been edited.

In cases where the video and the transcript differ, the video is provided for
background use only.
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