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Summary:

Dr. W. Curtis Worthington, Jr., was director of the Waring Historical Library in
1989. He begins his interview by discussing the first time he returned to campus
after the hurricane. He describes the condition of the Waring Library, noting that
it received little damage. In the remainder of the interview Dr. Worthington
focuses on the damage to St. Luke’s Chapel. Dr. Worthington describes the
almost complete destruction of the chapel. Damage sustained by the chapel
included a caved in roof, water damage, collapsed walls and shattered windows,
particularly the Toomer Porter stained glass window. Dr. Worthington recounts
MUSC President Dr. James B. Edwards’ reaction upon seeing the devastated
chapel. He describes how Dr. Edwards appointed a Chapel Restoration
Committee, chaired by Dr. Worthington, to oversee efforts to cleanup and restore
the chapel. Dr. Worthington then goes on to describe the restoration process,
fundraising, construction problems, and improvements.

Collection: Waring Historical Library Oral History Collection
Contributing Institution: Waring Historical Library (MUSC)
Media Type: Oral Histories

Note: This interview is part of the Hurricane Hugo Oral History Project series.
These interviews document the experiences of administrators, hospital personnel,
and maintenance staff who worked on the MUSC campus during landfall of
Hurricane Hugo, September 21-22, 1989. Eleven interviews were conducted
between June and August 2009 in preparation for the development of a physical
and online exhibit, “MUSC Remembers Hurricane Hugo.” The online exhibit is
available at http://waring.library.musc.edu/exhibits/hurricanehugo/.
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