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Summary:  

Terry L. Kunkle, DMD, was a student in the first graduating class of the College 
of Dental Medicine (CDM), 1971. During his interview Dr. Kunkle covers a variety 
of topics, beginning with his education and how he became interested in dentistry. 
He recalls his experiences as a student, specifically the lectures and laboratory 
work, the faculty and their teaching styles, and his classmates. He discusses Dr. 
John Buhler, the school’s first dean. He describes Dr. Buhler’s personality, his 
administrative style, his interactions with students, and his lasting impact on the 
college. Additionally, Dr. Kunkle discusses his thoughts on dental education in 
the state, the political aspect of dentistry, and the roles of the South Carolina 
Dental Association and the Charleston Dental Society in shaping state dentistry. 
Dr. Kunkle discusses the changes in dental education since 1967, the growth of 
the CDM, and the dental profession in South Carolina.  
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Note: This interview is part of “The College of Dental Medicine Oral History 
Project” series. These interviews document the experiences of early students, 
faculty, and staff. Nine interviews were conducted between September 2011 and 
March 2012 in preparation for the College’s 50th anniversary.  

Transcript has been lightly edited by interviewers for readability.  

In cases where the audio and the transcript differ, the audio is provided for 
background use only. 

See also: Collection # OH 5-5.9 
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Digitization Specifications:  Audio recorded using a Marantz digital recorder. 
Archival masters are .mp3 files. 
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